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This year’s Learning on the Land series wrapped up 
on Saturday, October 28 with over 350 children 
attending Nature Kids: Birds, Bugs and Bats – Oh My! 
at the Walla Walla Public Library. 

Nature Kids was the 24th Learning on the Land event 
we hosted this season.  It began in April with the 
Wild & Scenic Film Festival and included nearly 
one event every week until the season ended. 
The series set record attendance – 1,700 guests 
including roughly 900 children – and provided 
them with many exciting opportunities to explore 
the extraordinary natural resources of  the Blue 
Mountains. Since 2015, Learning on the Land has 
attracted over 3,000 guests.

While we receive many accolades for our 
education programs, some friends ask us why we 
produce them. “Wouldn’t you be able to do more 
conservation work if  you invested less time and 
resources in education?”

It’s a fair question and here’s the counterintuitive 
answer: Providing high-quality natural resources 
education and outdoor recreation opportunities 
greatly enhances the resources we generate to invest 
in conservation.

Conservation is exciting and important work.  
But no five-year old kid playing in a sandbox 
ever said “when I grow-up, I’m going to be a 
conservationist.” Maybe a fireman or an astronaut. 
But not John Muir.

Most people embrace conservation only after they 
develop a love of  nature. When people enjoy nature 
through recreation and understand nature through 
education, then they become conservationists. 

That’s exactly why we champion Learning on the 
Land, other natural resources’ education programs, 
and outdoor recreation. 

Our strategy has been validated by the Land Trust 
Alliance, the national association of  over 1,700 
land trusts. The Alliance recognizes that while 
most land trusts focus very intently on thousands 
of  conservation projects, few people in their 
communities understand or appreciate the great 
work they accomplish.

Since 2016, the Alliance has encouraged its 
member land trusts to engage their communities 
with programs beyond conservation. Unless they 
do that, land trusts will become less relevant 
to their neighbors. The Alliance now advises 
land trusts to provide programming in natural 
resources education, outdoor recreation, health 
and recreation, agricultural and food systems 
sustainability, and more.

When we learned of  the Alliance’s initiative, we 
were thrilled. It was in complete alignment with 
our thinking and encouraged us to strengthen our 
education and recreation programs. 

It has been gratifying to see a number of  Pacific 
Northwest land trusts launch programs similar to 
Learning on the Land. We’ve been happy to help a 
number of  them get off  the ground with program 
selection, marketing, presentation and funding 
advice.

The Blue Mountain Land Trust is now engaged in 
the most energetic conservation work in our history. 

THE VIRTUOUS CIRCLE
How education and recreation create conservationists

Tim Copeland, Executive Director
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We currently have conservation projects underway 
in Walla Walla County, Columbia County, Umatilla 
County and the John Day basin that, collectively, 
are five times larger than all of  our current 
conservation easements combined. Projects now 
in process total over 20,000 acres compared to the 
4,000 acres of  our completed easements. This is 
unprecedented. 

We’ve come to this point, in part, because we 
have many more friends and supporters of  our 
conservation work than we did three years ago. 
We developed this much larger group of  friends 
primarily through Learning on the Land. 

So, when someone asks what our land trust 
does, we answer “Conservation, education, and 
recreation.”

Which element is most important? All of  them. 
And it doesn’t matter because they don’t compete 
with each other - they are mutually supportive. 
These components form a perfect example of  
a virtuous circle: a chain of  actions that have 
beneficial results through a feedback loop. When 
one element becomes stronger, so do the others.

That’s why we want to expand our education 
programs, both in content and in geographical 
reach. Adding the Blue Mountain Outdoor School and 
Nature Kids to Learning on the Land, will broaden our 
education programming considerably. Bringing 
these programs to John Day, Pendleton, Clarkston 
and other towns in our service area will help fulfill 
our commitments to these communities. 

Similarly, we want to enhance our work in outdoor 
recreation, health, agriculture and sustainable food 
systems. 

All of  these initiatives, we believe, will lead to even 
stronger and more robust conservation work in an 
expanding service area. We hope you’ll join and 
support us in meeting these exciting challenges and 
opportunities.
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Centrocercus urophasianus

NATURE KIDS

Saturday, October 28th could not have been a 
better day. Hundreds of  kids roamed the library 
seeking out clues to how birds and bats differed; 
they listened to the sounds of  different owls and 
puzzled over which coo was made by whom; and 
they learned from local experts about the raptors 
and bats that also call our region home. It was an 
amazing way to end this season of  Learning on the 
Land. 

For the last three years, Learning on the Land has 
grown to be a community affair. This year, we are 
proud to say that over 1,700 community members 
joined us on our 24 outings this season — our 
highest attendance yet. 

When we first designed the Learning on the Land 
series, we thought it would attract all types of  
community members: families, young adults, 
retirees, you name it. This, however, was not the 
case. After the first two years, the majority of  
our attendees were largely adults 50 and over. 
Our tallies were missing all the young families we 
dreamed of  serving. 

After an internal assessment, we discovered our 
program model did not work well for families.
We were missing the mark in terms of  location, 
flexibility, and time. So, we created Nature Kids. 

Nature Kids is an educational series dedicated to 
encouraging children to explore, play, learn about 
and take action for nature. 

This year we held three days of  Nature Kids at the 
Walla Walla Public Library. In June, we hosted the 
Nature Kids: Children’s Environmental Fair 
in partnership with the Umatilla National Forest, 
the Sustainable Living Center, and the Walla Walla 
Public Library. It was a two-day affair with nature-
related activities that would inspire curiosity and 
creativity. It was a wild success, so we decided to do 
it again this past October. 

In all, roughly 900 kids and parents enjoyed a day, 
or three, at the library exploring the natural history 
of  the Pacific Northwest. 

For 2018, we intend to expand Nature Kids and host 
programs throughout the summer. The program 
will be designed for kids to engage in unstructured 
play and investigation to fully explore the natural 
world. 

We hope you will join us! 

Lauren Platman, Education & Development Specialist

Where it’s okay to play with dirt
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SPECIES SPOTLIGHT
Greater Sage-Grouse

SCIENTIFIC NAME
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Greater Sage-Grouse population declines 
in Eastern Oregon in the late 1990’s led 
to considerable concern as well as greater 
conservation efforts in the area. The Blue 
Mountain Land Trust’s work in Eastern Oregon is 
integral to protecting important habitat for Greater 
Sage-Grouse. 

IDENTIFICATION

LIFE

STATUS

Sage-Grouse are found in the sagebrush steppe 
of  the intermountain West. They mostly stay at 
ground level, browsing on sagebrush and other 
plants. They can be identified by their small head, 
long tail, and round body. Although mostly a gray-
brown color, they have black bellies.  

Greater Sage-Grouse on average live between three 
and six years. They have specialized stomachs to 
digest tough sagebrush and place their nests under 
sagebrush shrubs. During the spring, males perform 
a mating ritual where they inflate their chests and 
fan their wings, producing a burbling sound. 

Greater Sage-Grouse are only found in sagebrush 
plains and are incredibly sensitive to disturbances 
in their habitat. Sagebrush grasslands are abundant 
in the Western United States but are also one of  
the most imperiled ecosystems in North America. 
Human development and relatively low-resistance 
to fire has led to degraded and fragmented 
sagebrush habitats. Habitat disturbances led 
to severe declines in Greater Sage-Grouse 
populations. In 2015, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service determined that successful conservation 
work meant the Greater Sage-Grouse did not need 
to be listed as endangered. 



Dena Martin, Waitsburg Times August 31, 2017

Broetjes strive to prove that farming doesn’t have to come at the expense of  
land or people

BROETJE ORCHARDS: FARMING 
WITH FAITH

The following article reports on “The Big Apple,” our 
August 25 Learning on the Land event that toured 
Breotje Orchards. 

PRESCOTT– Like most anyone who has lived 
in the Touchet Valley for any length of  time, 
I was vaguely familiar with Broetje Orchards 
and the work they do to help others. But when 
I learned that an upcoming Learning on the 
Land event called ‘The Big Apple’ included 
a tour of  the orchards and the story of  its 
founders I was quick to sign up.

The opening talk took place at the Vista 
Hermosa chapel, under a mural of  a smiling 
Jesus, opening his arms to the orchard and 
community below. Vista Hermosa, located 
about about 30 miles west of  Waitsburg, near 
Fishhook Park, is the community the Broetje’s 
have spent years developing to provide 
resources and benefits to their workers.

Roger Bairstow, head of  corporate 
responsibility and human services (and married 
to one of  the Broetje daughters), welcomed 
us with a brief  overview of  the Broetje story. 
In 1960, at age 15, Ralph Broetje attended 
a hunger retreat and left with the dream of  
owning an apple orchard that would help feed 
hungry children.

He married Cheryl Broetje in 1967 and the 
couple soon bought their first cherry orchard 
in Benton City, Wash. Bairstow said the first 
three years were disastrous, where they showed 

no yield. The couple was ready to throw in the 
towel but they had several strong supporters 
that encouraged them and the banks extended 
credit so they carried on. Year four was a 
success.

They became quite successful, expanded into 
apples, and purchased land along the Snake 
River in Prescott, Wash. where Ralph took a 
great risk by planting a huge block of  Granny 
Smith apples.

The business hit another roadblock in the early 
80’s when the farm crisis hit and banks recalled 
outstanding loans and denied new ones. The 
Broetjes sold land, equipment, and even their 
home on Actinium Ridge in Yakima.

They ended up moving to the one property the 
bank couldn’t find a buyer for in Prescott. The 
bank allowed Ralph to serve and manage with 
a buy-back option over five years.

Bairstow said a massive storm in the early 
eighties ended up being an almost miraculous 
event that put the Broetjes back on their feet. 
The storm traversed Washington State and 
wiped out the majority of  the Red Delicious 
apple crop. Broetje Orchards was one of  the 
few plantings that didn’t get hit, and the event 
helped them get back on their feet.

For 25 years, Broetje Orchards has been one 
of  the largest privately apple orchards in the 
United States. 
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Today they own 5,000 contiguous acres 
near Prescott., 625 acres in Benton City, and 
another 550 acres in Wallula, Wash. that are 
devoted to organic fruit production.

Through their trials, the Broetjes were 
reminded of  Ralph’s vision of  using their 
orchard to help others. However, they realized 
that Ralph’s childhood dream of  helping 
Indians far away would instead need to be 
manifested in helping the migrant workers in 
their very own orchards.

Bairstow said the first thing the Broetjes did 
was to change the nature of  the work. Because 
farm work is seasonal, when the work goes 
away, the workers are let go, creating a boom-
or-bust migrant cycle. He said it isn’t unusual 
to hear stories of  children who had attended 15 
schools in their 12 years of  schooling.

To help provide a sense of  continuity the 
Broetjes maintained the same acreage with the 
same amount of  work but hired fewer workers 
to stretch the work out as long as possible. 
They also looked for additional ways to keep 
people busy and built an on-site packing plant 
which allowed them to employ more people.

That was in 1987 when they wrote the mission 
statement they still follow today, “To be a 
quality fruit company committed to bearing 
fruit that will last.”

Many of  the line workers were women, who 
tended to share more about what was going 
on inside the home, Bairstow said. They heard 
stories of  kids being left home alone, multiple 
families being packed into small houses, leaky 
roofs and pipes, and more. Cheryl was deeply 
impacted and disturbed that such conditions 
could exist in our great nation, Bairstow said.

In 1988 the orchard established New Horizon 
Early Childhood Education Center at the 
orchard so that employees could leave their 
younger children on site during the day and 
older children weren’t pulled from school to 
watch younger siblings.

In 1990 they tackled the issue of  inadequate 
housing and built over 120 single-family homes 
and apartment units to rent at low cost to 
year-round employees. Residents named the 
community “Vista Hermosa” which means 
“Beautiful View.”
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“We tried to do more than build roofs and 
walls. We tried to build a community to bring 
people to be nurtured and find their gifts and 
talents,” Bairstow said.

As the business prospered, the Broetjes continued 
to expand the orchards and added new varieties 
of  apples. In 1995 they built a cold-room and 
controlled atmosphere storage. Interestingly, during 
our tour, Tyler Broetje, explained that the apples 
we eat now are last year’s crop, and that apples may 
be held in storage for up to three years.

In 2001 they purchased acreage in Wallula 
where they focus on organic growing and they 
added a second packing-line in 2003. The new 
line helped meet increased consumer demand 
but also served the community by eliminating 
the need for night shifts, allowing family 
members to be home together.

In 2005 they purchased over 100 acres of  
ground in East Pasco and created Tierra Vida 
community, which is modeled after Vista 
Hermosa, except that employees can buy 
homes rather than rent.

In 2010 the orchards obtained exclusive rights 
to grow the Opal apple, which is a naturally 
non-browning cross between the Golden 
Delicious and the Topaz apple. They are the 

first U.S. apple variety to be verified by the 
non-GMO Project in North America for non-
GMO food.
Today, Bairstow said the orchard employs 
1,200 year-round employees, with 2,200 
working during harvest. He said they produce 
about 7% of  the apples in Washington State, 
which produces 70% of  the nation’s apples.

“You could roughly estimate that one out of  
every 20 apples on the store shelves is one of  
ours,” he said.

Bairstow said the two biggest challenges the 
orchard continues to face are immigration law 
and water rights. He noted that the orchard 
advertises hundreds of  jobs each year that go 
unfilled, and they have a hard time believing 
immigrants are taking jobs from natural-born 
citizens.

While still being a big business, competing in 
a global economy, they strive to be more than 
just a paycheck for their employees, Bairstow 
said. They offer scholarships, grant programs, 
housing, daycare, and elementary school, a 
community center, and teach leadership and 
skills.
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Bairstow said they focus on three pillars of  
philosophy. First, is teaching servant leadership.

“There are not enough leaders to mentor 
every single person in this company. For a 
better society we need everyone to be helping 
everyone. The basic test for us is, by our actions 
and our decisions are we making people 
healthier, freer, wiser and more likely to serve 
others,” Bairstow said.

The second pillar revolves around avoiding 
“toxic charity,” the type of  giving that makes 
recipients dependent rather than independent.

Third, they relate to children in their daycare, 
elementary school, and even their employees 
with an understanding of  Trauma Informed 
Care. Adverse childhood experiences (ACES) 
can cause toxic stress and put people in a 
permanent state of  fight-or-flight, which must 
be handled appropriately.

Bairstow said Vista Hermosa has had a 
successful partnership with the Prescott School 
District which was upset by recent changes in 
charter school law. He said that gave them the 
opportunity to talk with parents about needs. 
This year they will open their own small, 
private project-based Christian elementary 
school that focuses on the whole child.

Ralph and Cheryl Broetje have also been 
the catalysts in the creation of  the Center for 
Sharing and Jubilee Leadership Academy, but 
those are two separate stories, entirely. The 
story of  the Broetje family, and the way they 
have lived out their dream to impact their 
community for good is incredibly inspirational.

This tour was provided by the Blue Mountain 
Land Trust as part of  their Learning on 
the Land education series, which covers a 
wide variety of  topics and events. I highly 
recommend checking them out!



BLUE 
MOUNTAIN 
OUTDOOR 
SCHOOL

Do you remember your summer camp experience? 
When you’d spend your days swimming in secluded 
lakes, sleeping under the stars, and hiking deep into 
the woods? We do too but your kids or grandkids 
might not.

Over the past few decades, the way children 
experience and understand nature has changed 
profoundly. Today, young adults are wholly aware 
of  environmental problems on the global scale, 
however, their intimacy and connection with the 
natural world is dwindling. 

Growing research has revealed the necessity of  
interaction with nature for healthy child—and 
adult—development. There have also been 
numerous studies published showing the benefits 
of  outdoor education, including improved school 
performance, increased enthusiasm for learning, 
and a deeper connection to place.

That is why Blue Mountain Land Trust wants to 
help create opportunities for the region’s young 
people to explore and connect with the natural 
environment. One way we plan to do this is by 
opening the Blue Mountain Outdoor School in 
June 2018. 

Inspiring the next generation of  
environmental stewards
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Lauren Platman, 
Education & Development Specialist

This school is not your ordinary summer camp. 
The Blue Mountain Outdoor School is a week-long 
immersive summer school for regional high school 
students interested in the natural sciences. Students 
will live on the Whitman College campus and 
experience college life first-hand.

Students will be introduced to a comprehensive and 
diverse natural resources curriculum. The courses 
will be taught by Whitman College faculty and 
include geology, ecology, environmental studies, 
zoology, outdoor recreation, astronomy, and 
hydrology. Each day, students will visit locations 
around the region that will involve experiential, 
hands-on learning.

Students who participate in the Blue Mountain 
Outdoor School will be steeped in exploration of  
the natural environment, giving real-life meaning 
to academic learning while deepening their 
understanding of  the natural world. 

While the Blue Mountain Outdoor School is 
open to all regional high school students, our 
vision for the school is to provide opportunities for 
underrepresented and underserved students in the 
region. We believe the Blue Mountain Outdoor 
School has the potential to make a material impact 
on the number of  children from underserved 
communities who pursue environmental science 
careers. Through community support and grants, 
we aim to provide scholarships to students in need 
who wish to attend. 

Our ultimate goal with the Blue Mountain 
Outdoor School is to provide transformative 
learning experiences in nature to youth and inspire 
the next generation of  environmental stewards. 

If  you are interested in supporting this effort, 
either financially or as a volunteer, please contact  
lauren@bmlt.org to learn how you can help.
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Mainstem Malt is advancing sustainability in the brewing community

Will Thompson

BREWING SUSTAINABLY
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With the proliferation of  craft breweries in the last 
couple decades, there has been a growing emphasis 
on environmental stewardship in the brewing 
process. However, sustainable practices shouldn’t 
just start in the brewery. Brewers are now seeking 
out high quality, local ingredients produced by 
sustainable farming practices. 

Malted grains, typically barley or wheat, constitute 
the majority of  dry good weight involved in making 
beer; and Walla Walla has a rich heritage of  grain 
production. Bridging the gap between farmer and 
brewer is Phil Neumann, owner and maltster for 
Mainstem Malt located in Walla Walla. 

Mainstem Malt partners with dryland farmers 
that employ conservation practices and connects 
them to buyers that value their conservation ethic. 
The thrust of  Mainstem’s mission is to promote 
sustainability within the agricultural community. 

Mainstem’s role is to buy raw grains directly from 
farmers and kiln it to produce malt. Malting 
is a process of  germination and kiln drying. 
Germination prepares the grain’s contents for 
fermentation; kiln drying makes it shelf  stable 
and adds a toasted flavor, similar to coffee. Much 
like the region’s wine industry, Neumann works in 
vintages. Brewers can market vintages to consumers 
to highlight how their beer has distinctive flavors 
cross-locale and cross-vintage. 

Clean and healthy waterways are vital to sustaining 
our agricultural heritage and supporting our 
environment. Mainstem has partnered with 
Salmon-Safe, a non-profit organization working to 
restore watersheds for salmon, to ensure that their 
growers’ agricultural practices are compatible with 
the restoration and maintenance of  our region’s 
aquatic ecosystems. 

Neumann cites his greatest success to date has been 
working with conservation-minded farmers who 
share his vision of  maintaining prime farm land for 
future generations while ensuring environmental 
health. 

One of  their partners is H.T. Rea Farms. H.T. 
Rea Farms is a fourth-generation family owned 
and operated farm in the Walla Walla Valley 
specializing in the production of  grain crops, 
vegetables and certified seed. They believe in using 
cutting edge farming practices and technologies 
to help build soil health and quality. For the 2017 
vintage, the Rea family committed to planting a 
premium Salmon-Safe malting barley.

By aligning his malt supply chain with growers 
concerned about responsible water usage, runoff  
management and quality habitat, Mainstem Malt is 
at the forefront of  a growing movement within the 
brewing industry: using thoughtfully crafted malted 
grains. 

Walla Walla’s Quirk Brewing has featured a 
Mainstem Hefeweizen brewed with 100% 
Mainstem malt periodically throughout its first 
year. When the Hefeweizen first debuted this past 
spring, owner and brewer Troy Robinson was 
excited by the community response. 

“When people ask about the Mainstem 
Hefeweizen”, states Robinson, “they are excited to 
hear that the grains came from a 100-year legacy 
Walla Walla farmer. Just the other day the farmer 
that grew the wheat and the maltster [Neumann] 
who transformed the wheat into a brewery 
ingredient came into the tasting room and enjoyed 
the finished product with their friends and family. 
That’s great for everyone involved.” 

Growers and brewers alike have thin margins in 
competitive marketplaces, and Mainstem is working 
to streamline and innovate the relationships 
between growers, brewers, and consumers in the 
Pacific Northwest. Everybody can sympathize with 
the importance of  the bottom line to local small 
businesses, but it is reassuring to see individuals 
taking the extra step to contribute to the overall 
preservation of  our Blue Mountain region through 
raising a glass to local malt and beer.



CONSERVATION EASEMENTS 101
If  you’re like most people, you’ve probably never 
heard the term conservation easement. Or you may 
have, but you don’t really know what it means. We 
hope to provide you some clarity to the jargon we 
sometimes like to use. 

The Blue Mountain Land Trust’s mission is to 
protect ranch and farm land and ecologically 
significant land in perpetuity. We do this primarily 
through conservation easements. 

What is a conservation easement? 
A conservation easement is a mutually-designed 
legal agreement between a landowner and a land 
trust or government agency that permanently limits 
uses of  the land.  

Here’s how it works. Every landowner starts with 
the ability to do whatever they want — anything 
within zoning regulations — to his or her property. 
They could subdivide, build a house and a barn, 
plant a vineyard, cut down trees. 

When placing a conservation easement on their 
property, they still own the land but give up all, or 
a portion of, its development potential for the sake 
of  protecting the history, biodiversity, or anything 
else that makes the land special. Since conservation 
easements are permanent, these restrictions are 
passed on to the new owner when the land is sold. 
This is the best way to ensure important lands are 
protected forever.

How do conservation easements affect 
land use?
No two properties are the same; that goes for 
conservation easements as well. Just as your 
property is different from your neighbors’, 
conservation easements address individual goals 
and the long-term vision of  the landowner.  

Most conservation easements contain some 
standard language, but each easement is written 
based on how the land is currently used, what 
already exists on the property, and what the 
landowner hopes to accomplish with the protection 
of  his property. 

Why should I limit my land use rights?
Since conservation easements are mutually-
designed between landowners and the easement 
holder, the limitations placed on the property align 
with landowner’s vision for their property. 

Conservation easements provide enormous benefits 
to our community, especially in our service area 
where over 66% of  land is in private ownership. 

When we look out at the rolling fields of  wheat, 
expansive mountains, and acres of  forest, we’re 
mostly seeing privately-owned properties. What 
you don’t see is that these private lands provide 
everything from fresh water to our municipalities, 
wildlife corridors for endangered species, and 
quality habitat for rare plants. 

These are only a few reasons why landowners in 
the Blue Mountains and across the country are 
choosing to protect their land forever through 
conservation easements.
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Don Schwerin’s family has been farming their 
land in the hills above Dixie, Washington for 
almost 100 years. Sprawling over nearly 500 
acres, the Schwerin farm exemplifies the scenic 
beauty of  the Blue Mountain’s foothills. Wheat 
fields covering most of  the property are broken 
by forested hillsides that provide a home for many 
species of  birds and wildlife. Plum, cherry, and 
apple trees grow along its three creeks. 

Don’s love of  this land is obvious. 

As he gives a tour, he stops periodically to point 
out interesting plants and wildlife, tends to the 
seedlings he has planted and shares a handful of  
ripe cherries with us. 

In recent years, Don and his wife Anne-Marie 
have been troubled by the new development on 
farmland surrounding their home. “I guess it’s an 
old-fashioned idea,” Don said, “but I want the 
land to stay the way it has been.” 

To ensure the things they love about their land 
wouldn’t be lost, the Schwerins conveyed two 
conservation easements to the Blue Mountain 
Land Trust. The easement protects the property’s 
existing home site and prohibits any development 
outside a designated building envelope. The 
second easement encourages continued farming 
of  the wheat fields and protects wildlife habitat 
along the creeks and hillsides. 

Don and Anne-Marie donated their first 
conservation easement. They chose to sell 
the second easement but for less than the full 
value. Funding for it was secured through the 
Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program’s 
Farmland Preservation program. In this case, 
the Schwerins received both a tax benefit and a 
substantial payment. 

Thank you, Don and Anne-Marie, for dedication 
to preserving the Blue Mountains for future 
generations to cherish.

The Schwerin conservation easement in Dixie, Washington
MUD CREEK



Jason Bulay, Conservation Director & Marti Martino, John Day Conservation Manager

How Blue Mountain Land Trust supports working farms and ranches

PROTECTING OUR 
AGRICULTURAL HERITAGE
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Our nation’s farms and ranches – and the people 
who live and work on them – are at risk.  The 
average farmer or rancher is over sixty years old, 
and almost two-thirds of  all agricultural land will 
change hands in the next twenty years.  

At the same time, a growing population and 
increased demand for development land have 
caused an explosion in land prices, creating hurdles 
for beginning farmers and ranchers and making it 

harder for retiring farmers to pass their land to the 
next generation.  

This nationwide trend is reflected throughout 
eastern Oregon and Washington.  In only five 
years, from 2007 to 2012, 440,000 acres – 6% of  
all the agricultural land in the area – were removed 
from production in the 11 counties that comprise 
BMLT’s service area.

Photo by Bill Rodgers
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The Blue Mountain Land Trust, like many land 
trusts across the country, is committed to fighting 
this loss of  farmland by working with farmers 
and ranchers to help them secure the future of  
their land. This is a cornerstone of  our mission – 
agricultural land provides critical habitat for a wide 
range of  fish, birds, and wildlife, and these working 
lands are essential to our local economy and way 
of  life.  BMLT has preserved almost 4,000 acres in 
Oregon and Washington since its founding in 1999, 
and over 3,500 of  those acres are working farms 
and ranches.

Land trusts like BMLT can use many tools 
to protect farmland.  One tool is a type of  
conservation easement called a working land 
easement.  A conservation easement is a voluntary, 
permanent agreement between a landowner and a 
land trust about how the land will be used.  Most 
often, this will extinguish most development rights, 
preventing large-scale development and allowing 
agricultural use to continue.  An easement can also 
be used to protect natural or restored habitat areas 
on a property by ensuring sound management 
of  these areas.  However, the landowner keeps 
ownership of  the land and all rights not specifically 
affected by the easement – the land can still be 
farmed, sold, mortgaged, or inherited.

Many conservation easements are donated to 
BMLT by the landowner. If  the easement is 
donated, there can be substantial tax benefits. 
In some cases, BMLT is able to use state or 
federal grant programs to purchase the easement, 
providing a lump sum payment to the landowner 
in exchange for their agreement to prevent 
development. Regardless of  whether an easement is 
donated or purchased, it can be an important estate 
planning tool,  by reducing estate taxes and keeping 
the land in family ownership.

Some farmers and ranchers, particularly those 
with no children to take over operation of  the land, 
find that the best way to secure their land’s future 
is to donate it to a land trust outright, either in 
their will or during their life with a reserved right 
of  lifetime use.  Because of  BMLT’s mission to 
preserve farmland, we are in an ideal position to 
accept these gifts and can promise they will always 
be managed as agricultural land.

For more information about protecting working 
farms and ranches, please visit www.bmlt.org or 
contact Jason Bulay, Conservation Director at 
Jason@bmlt.org or Amanda “Marti” Martino, John 
Day Basin Conservation Manager at marti@bmlt.
org. 



Nature’s remarkable power and breath-taking 
beauty has inspired all kinds of  artists. The Blue 
Mountains are no exception. The Blues photo 
book collection is a visual celebration of  the 
landscape and a reminder of  our need to preserve 
and protect it for future generations. 

Moved by the beauty of  our region, local 
photographers showcase the fields, grasslands, 
mountains, rivers and animals that make this area 
unique and special to the people who call this place 
home. They have generously and enthusiastically 
shared their photographs and stories with us, and 
we are excited to share the third volume with you.

The Blues Volume III is the next edition to 
our awe-inspiring photo book collection. You’ll 
notice the format shifts from highlighting the 
photographers to showcasing the striking changes 

in the landscape from season to season. Each 
season is accompanied by a haiku written by 
Katrina Roberts. 

The Blues Volume III was edited by Bill Rodgers. 
It features local photographers Nick Page, John 
Clement, Mark Hussein, Mark Van Donge, 
and Greg Brown. Collectively, they created a 
gorgeous selection of  photos taken in all corners 
of  the Blue Mountains. Thank you to all of  these 
photographers and to Katrina for their stunning 
contributions.

Please consider giving the gift of The Blues this 
holiday season. Every book sold helps protect the 
land you love forever. 

The Blues Volume I, II and III are available 
online now at bmlt.org/store/. 

THE BLUES III

NICK PAGE

ˑ

Nick Page

Moonlit coverlet.
Under, within: season of
prepositions. Hush.

ˑWINTER

ˑ SUMMER
Nick Page

Shorn gold pelt drapes Earth’s
reclining bones. Above all –
time’s blue ellipsis…

Bill Rodgers

Snow melt soaks fuzzed flanks
going green with buds: mud-lush
beds, enjambed lyrics.  

Mark Van Donge

Lace-rimed bare limbs reach;
geese etch asterisks on sky’s
bruised page, now turning.

SPRING
ˑ

AUTUMN

ˑ
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LEADERSHIP

bmlt.org | bmlt@bmlt.org

John Day
116 NW Bridge Street 
Suite 9
John Day, OR 97845
(541) 620-5754

Walla Walla
6 1/2 N Second Avenue
Suite 304 
Walla Walla, WA 99362
(509) 525-3136

Blue Mountain Land Trust is a nonprofit 
organization that collaborates with 
communities and landowners to conserve 
the scenic, natural, and working lands that 
characterize the Blue Mountain region.

Directors
Eileen Smith, President
Sue Parrish, Immediate Past President
Linda Herbert, Vice President
Theresa Hampson, Secretary
Justin Rodegerdts, Treasurer
Tim Copeland 
Gwen Dildine 
Chris Howard 
Carl Scheeler 

Advisors
Susanne Altermann 
Kyree Anderson 
Greg Brown 
Nannette Goyer 
Ormand Hilderbrand 
Amber Mahoney 
Amy Molitor
Bill Rodgers
Karen Wolf
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1,000 Member March
We love our ever growing community of  
enthusiastic members, and we want you 
in it! Your support helps us further our 
conservation mission in the region that 
you love. 

Join us on our march to 1,000 members 
by visiting bmlt.org/donate.

Executive Director
Tim Copeland

Conservation 
Director
Jason Bulay

John Day 
Conservation 
Manager
Marti Martino

Education & 
Development 
Specialist
Lauren Platman

Whitman College 
Interns
Ryan Garrett
Hannah Trettenero
Kyra GreyEyes

Photo by Bill Rodgers

ˑ 
The accreditation seal is awarded to 
land trusts meeting the highest national 
standards for excellence and conservation 
permanence.


